








Dr. Earhart graduated with Honors from Lyman Briggs College in
1983 with a major in Microbiology and a minor focus in Japanese
Studies. He received his M.D. from Wayne State University School of
Medicine. Dr. Earhart directs the U.S. Naval Medical Research Unit
No. 3 (NAMRU-3), an infectious disease research institute. With
300 U.S. and international science, and science support staff,
NAMRU-3 is based in Cairo, Egypt with a detachment in Accra,
Ghana, a satellite facility in Kabul Afghanistan, and collaborating
sites throughout the Middle East, Africa and South/Central
Asia. NAMRU-3 conducts infectious diseases research and public
health capacity building directed at understanding emerging
infectious diseases. These activities currently include HIV/AIDS,
diarrheal diseases, respiratory diseases, vaccine preventable
diseases, outbreak response, biosafety and various zoonotic vector-
borne diseases such as Leishmaniasis and Rift Valley Fever. As a
WHO collaborating center NAMRU-3 serves as the reference
laboratory for the Eastern Mediterranean Region and was recently designated a global
H5N1 Avian Influenza Reference Center. NAMRU-3 is a command under the authority of
the Department of Navy, Bureau of Medicine & Surgery and reports locally to the
Ambassador, U.S. Embassy Cairo.

Captain
Kenneth Earhart
1983 —Microbiology

Captain Earhart has pursued an academic and military career that has made a global
impact on public health. Those who wrote in support of his nomination have called him a
"Medical Diplomat" who has worked with the public health infrastructures of resource-
limited nations, leading to significant and lasting improvements in public health. As a
result of this, his expertise is sought by national and international organizations such as
the CDC, NIH, USDA, DOS and WHO. He is a distinguished emissary for the United States
who embodies the founding principles of Lyman Briggs College: to provide an education in
science in the context of society.

Recently, former Secretary of Health and Human Services Tommy Thompson declared that
medical diplomacy is "the best chance" to win the war on terror and defeat
terrorists. Capt. Earhart has taken this seriously. Within weeks of the 9-11 tragedy in
2001, he committed himself to improving the public health infrastructure of the Middle
East. | Bb i T AN
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As Dr. Anthony A. Marfin, Egypt Country Director
for the USCDC (now the State epidemiologist for ° A
the State of Washington) says of him:
"Interestingly, the building blocks for his career
were all in place long before Dr. Earhart came to
the Middle East. They were set when Dr. Earhart
graduated with Honors from the Lyman Briggs
College in 1983 with a major in microbiology and
public health. Through the application of
principles of universal access to public health
and armed with a strong sense of fairness, Dr. Earhart is an alumnus and a leader who has
made a commitment to having a global impact and internationalization on a grand
scale. While reading background material on these awards, I came across two recent
quotes from MSU’s President and Provost. Both quotes characterize Dr. Earhart's career
and his extensive public health contributions to the region:
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"Just as MSU was the pioneer land-grant university for the 20th century, this institution is
now emerging as the model world-grant university for the 21st century because of MSU's
commitment to expanding our global impact.” - President Lou Anna K. Simon

"MSU's world-grant aspirations call for collaborative, strategic, and embedded commitments
to internationalization.” - Provost Kim A. Wilcox

Dr. Marfin continues, "I cannot imagine that any alumnus/a better exemplifies the
sentiments expressed in these two quotes than Dr. Earhart. He is the Commanding Officer
of a high visibility United States medical research unit whose primary mission is to put
public health in more than 40 countries in the most politically important and
politically sensitive regions of the world."
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Dr. Tavormina graduated with High Honors from Lyman Briggs
College in 1973, with a minor in Interdisciplinary Studies. She
received her M. Phil. (1975) and Ph.D. (1978) in Medieval Studies
from Yale University. As an accomplished scholar, teacher,
administrator and author she manages to seamlessly bridge her
mathematics and interdisciplinary science background with
advanced degrees in the humanities. Her research and teaching
interests include 14th century English literature, late medieval and
early modern medical prognostication, the editing of
medieval texts, science fiction, and literature and medicine.

As witnessed by her 2-volume publication, Sex, Aging, and

Death in a Medieval Medical Compendium, Dr. Tavormina has made a significant
contribution to the study of medieval science and medicine.

Dr. M. Teresa
(Tess)Tavormina
1973 —Mathematics

She recently received a National Endowment for the Humanities fellowship to study
medieval medical manuscripts in the Vatican Film Library at St. Louis University.
She has served as an associate dean for Undergraduate Studies in the College of
Arts & Letters, the director of the Bioethics, Humanities, and Society Program and
the faculty coordinator for the Academic Scholars Program in the MSU Honors College.

Dr. Tavormina is an exceptional medievalist with a remarkable intellectual range into other
disciplines and fields. She is currently reviewing numerous Middle English texts on
diagnosis, prognostication and therapy through uroscopy. From her unique area of
expertise she continues to advance the history, philosophy and sociology of medicine. She is
known for her creative teaching style and passion for her students’ learning - something
Briggs has been privileged to benefit from. Dr. Tavormina embodies the founding principle

of Lyman Briggs College: to provide an education in science in the context of society. Her
work as a teacher and advisor demonstrates her love of learning and dedication to students.
Most notably was her program to have her students read Chaucer with senior citizens and
talk about their shared experiences.

Dr. Paul Szarmach, Executive Director of The Medieval Academy of America (MAA) and
Editor of Speculum, writes about Dr. Tavormina: “The medievalist credentials are
impeccable: four book-length publications, more than two dozen articles and notes, fifteen
reviews, journal edition. In quality and quantity of her work Prof.
Tavormina attests not only to the liveliness and centrality of patristic
criticism, but also establishes her own particular style, evident in a steely
intelligence operating in her analysis, and in the choice of general topics,
especially sexuality and saints, which until recently few have pursued with
the knowledge and discernment that she displays. I have had occasion to
call on Prof. Tavormina to serve as a reviewer of articles. Most recently,
she has evaluated a contribution seeking to establish that a major figure in
religious history was autistic. While the diagnosis of someone dead for
several hundred years poses problems, she has given an 8-page critique,
using her knowledge of medieval medicine to give a helpful and tactful
response. There is no other authoritative medievalist with knowledge of medieval medicine
who could have reviewed this piece.”

As Dr. Stephen Esquith, Dean of the Residential College in the Arts & Humanities states:
“Her colleagues virtually throughout the University and her many community partners hold
her in the highest esteem...(this award) is a fitting way to thank her for her unmatched years
of service and to announce to MSU and the wider community the values that Lyman Briggs
College and MSU hold dear.”

Dr. Morris graduated from Lyman Briggs College in 1979 with a major
in Biology. She has since received her Ph.D. from the Department of
Plant Pathology, University of Wisconsin, Madison, and a HDR
(qualification to direct research) in life sciences from the University
of Montpellier II, France. Throughout her entire academic and
professional career she has been known for her commitment to
combining her knowledge of science with making a difference in
society. In the 1980s, after a visit from Chinese scholars at the
University of Wisconsin Dr. Morris was impressed with the potential
for enhancing scientific training in China. The Chinese had in effect
lost a generation of scholars, and the need for training new scientists was urgent. She
viewed this as an ideal opportunity to contribute her education and experience to a greater
cause. She and her husband both obtained funding from the U.S. National Academy of
Sciences to travel to China where they spent 4 years at Beijing Agricultural University (BAU)
teaching plant pathology, scientific method, research techniques, statistics, and English. Her
contributions at BAU made a significant impact on a large population of young scientists,
including many who continued their careers both in China and in the West.

Dr. Cindy Morris
1979—Biology

Dr. Morris and her husband (a French citizen) were flown out of China by the French
government during the Tiananmen Square incident in 1989. They settled near Avignon,
France, where they both obtained research positions with the French Government
Agricultural Research Agency (INRA). Shortly after arriving in France, Dr. Morris gave birth
to her first child, Simon who has Down’s Syndrome. This motivated her to immerse herself
in the Working Group for Social Insertion of People with Down’s Syndrome, a group that
supports Down’s Syndrome children’s full integration in French society. Dr. Morris wrote a
story book concerning the biology of this syndrome that helps young children to understand
the disease. This book has been used to help train teachers in primary schools on how to
explain the biological basis of Down’s syndrome. She has also been a volunteer with the

Eagle Mount organization in Montana where she was trained
on the use of a special walker that helps physically
handicapped people ski. (see photo right)

Dr. Morris’ research spans a broad range of issues from

highly applied work addressing the needs of cantaloupe

growers in southern France, to studies of the fundamental

evolutionary ecology of plant-associated bacteria in the

environment. Whether it is ongoing interactions with local

farmers in southern France, or research partnerships with

the wider international community, she has established a diverse array of collaborative
relationships. Dr. Morris became director of the Plant Pathology Research Unit at INRA’s
research center in Avignon in 2008. Their mission concerns diseases of fruits and vegetable
crops typical of the Mediterranean basin, as well as diseases of the plane tree, an important
regional shade tree, and viral diseases of ornamentals. The long term research goal is to
contribute to the development of effective and environmentally friendly disease control that
supports production of high quality fruits and vegetables.

Dr. David Sands, Professor of Plant Pathology at Montana State University says of her, “If [
could follow the career of one scientist in my field, it would be that of Dr. Morris. She is
qualified to ask the unasked question and very qualified to find answers. She has the
laboratory and staff and scientific collaborators from all over the world. She is easily the
most outstanding scientist in her field. In a real sense, she has answers to the questions:
Where do these bacteria generate their ferocious disease causing characteristics, and what
can be done to predict their behavior, and prevent them from doing what they do so well? In
this world of new diseases 'coming out of the wild' she has found out where and what that
wild place is.”

Want to be nominated, or know a Briggsie who should be nominated for next year’s Distinguished Alumni

Award? Contact the LBC Alumni Office at: (517) 353-4869, or email: mckean@msu.edu






